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YASHSHRI SOMAN

CAREERS PUBLIC AFFAIRS

QUICKFIRE ROUND
If you
could have
dinner
with any
politician,
who would
it be?
Barack
Obama
Do you
have a
favourite
political
film?
All the
President’s
Men

What inspires you to do
what you do every single
morning?
If I know that I have made a
difference to one person’s life
either through my work or
mentoring.
Finish this
sentence ‘I
have a
voice…’
I hope to use it to make a difference

Continue reading on next page >

“BE PATIENT. YOU MAY NOT GET
WHAT YOU WANT THE FIRST TIME
AROUND, BUT KEEP PUSHING.”
- YASHSHRI SOMAN

Interview by Fatima Yusuf, IHAV Youth Ambassador
Patience is a skill that many of us have perfected (or I
hope!) during COVID-19. Being in lockdown has
destroyed so many plans and opportunities for
everyone. As a young person, I have had to learn the
hard way to ensure I’m patient in times of uncertainty,
and that was not an easy journey! Having to do year 12
at home whilst also trying to do extra-curricular
activities and get work experience to broaden my
understanding of different options for my future
before I have to apply to university has been very
difficult. But I recently spoke with Yashshri Soman, and
it has changed my perspective on this - we need to
keep pushing!
Yashshri works at a public affairs agency and is the
Vice Chair of PRCA’s NextGen PA Committee. Our
conversation gave me insight into what it’s like to work
in public affairs. This was an amazing opportunity as it
allows young people like me the chance to speak to
professionals about their careers, and we don’t usually
have access to such professionals.
When interviewing Yashshri, I wanted to ask as many
important questions as I could to try and help anyone
who does want a career in public affairs. As well as
asking some playful questions to get to know Yashshri
better. I made sure to ask for some tips and tricks for
anyone who wants to work in public affairs!
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“Why did you choose a career in public affairs?”
“There are three elements to how I understand public affairs and why it appeals to me -- you have to
have an interest in politics, whether that is at a domestic level or geopolitics; you should enjoy writing
and have a desire to convey messages strategically; and a desire to make a difference in society. I
have always been interested in politics, and I’ve always enjoyed writing. So, despite having an
accounting undergraduate degree, I landed in public affairs!
It’s also been a sector that I’ve been able to work in, wherever I have lived in the world. And whilst each
country has its own system and idiosyncrasies, you can bring a unique perspective from having a
global understanding. Plus, some of the strategies you follow, such as stakeholder mapping, narrative
building and media relations, albeit customised for the country in which you work (and the client),
remain similar.”
“What is your favourite part of public affairs?”
“Trying to make a difference. I love knowing that when you are reading up on what’s happening in a
particular field, you’re trying to understand what a politician and government could do to tackle a
particular policy dilemma. And after understanding it, you get to help a client create a bespoke
strategy to solve their company’s challenges.”
“What does a typical day in the life of a public affairs consultant look like?
“As a public affairs consultant, one has to track government policy developments across the sectors
related to your client and any others that may also be relevant. You advise them on any real or
potential policy changes and how different facets of it will impact their organisation. And at the same
time help the government by sharing your client’s expertise with them to facilitate informed policy
and decision-making.”
“A typical day in the life of a public affairs consultant is hectic but fun! Every day is an adventure (in
some sense). Sometimes public affairs can be demanding, but when you look at the impact you can
create, it is worth it in the end.”

Additionally, Yashshri has worked in Parliament, working for Lord Karan Bilimoria of Chelsea CBE, DL, and Dr Shashi
Tharoor MP, a current Indian MP and former Minister of State.
“What was it like working in Parliament in India and then the UK?”
“Exciting, to say the least; walking through the corridors of either the Indian or UK Parliament is quite
an experience. I was learning something new every day about the challenges that the people in those
countries face and how can they be resolved? Watching politicians in action every day was a lesson
in itself.
“What was the application process for getting your roles in Parliament and what do you think makes
a standout application?”
“If you’re writing to an MP to get work experience or applying to a role at their office, then keep an eye
out for what issues interest the parliamentarian. Do online research and use Hansard to understand
what the MP has spoken on in Parliament. Leverage this understanding to customise your
application.
You also want to know if you share their passions, as if you have extremely opposing views, then it
may be challenging to find a middle-ground and work together. If you’re a constituent of that MP, try
to set up a meeting with their local office. If you’re unsuccessful, speak to their staff and ask about
how you can help/volunteer.
Also, try and volunteer as much as you can -- for example, at the local association of a political party
or as just knocking doors in support of / as a part of a political campaign -- as it
helps you build a network and see first-hand if you will even enjoy working in
policy/public affairs. Given that during the pandemic we’ve all been operating
virtually, it is an excellent opportunity for those living outside London to gain
experience in industries such as public affairs and to attend online events and
webinars that previously would have been only possible in-person.”
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YASHSHRI'S TOP TIPS!

Read a lot as it will help you
write better and practice
putting pen to paper to get
your views out there.

Network, network and
network!

Try and find different avenues to
get to your ultimate goal. Create
a roadmap to where you see
yourself three to five years down
the line, and if what you are
doing every day/week is getting
you closer to that goal.

YASHSHRI SOMAN

CAREERS PUBLIC AFFAIRS

When choosing where you want to study and what you want to study, put
people and learning at the heart of your decision. I chose to study for a
Master’s degree in public administration at Columbia University in the
US as 60% of my batch was from overseas, meaning I have friends all
over the world who share a similar interest in policy and impact.

Run for office.
Even if it is your student council.
If you’re interested in a topic, look to see who are the political
influencers for it. There are lots of ways into a career in politics/public
affairs, find out which
influencers you identify with or
would give you an opportunity
to learn and pursue
opportunities in those
organisations.

Be patient - this industry is fast-moving and consistently
evolving; you may not get what you want the first time
around, but keep pushing!
Interview by Fatima Yusuf, IHAV Youth Ambassador

